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Sharon back in work after two years
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Former pharmacy worker Sharon Kendrew is back on the payroll for the first time in two years after help from Leeds employment specialists Jobsteps.
 

Sharon, 48, of Halton Moor, was out of work after leaving her previous job in 2009 due to ill health. But after seeking help from Jobsteps, she received the help she needed to get back into employment.

 

Sharon said: “I left my previous job because I had health problems and when I decided I could return to work, I struggled to find a job and was really low on confidence.

 

“But Jobsteps have been great. The people have given me lots of confidence, put me on courses, updated my CV and showed me how to look and apply for jobs properly and in a way that would give me a chance of getting the right job.”

 

While receiving help from Jobsteps, Sharon achieved qualifications in first aid, health and nutrition and dementia awareness.

 

Jobsteps delivers part of the Department for Work and Pensions’ First Step Engagement project in West Yorkshire on behalf of employment and skills specialists Working Links through the European Social Fund.

 

Sharon added: “When I used to look for jobs on my own I was struggling because I didn’t know how employers would react to my illness as I have to go into hospital every year and I can’t do much heavy lifting. But the people at Jobsteps really helped and showed me how to approach the issue in a positive manner.”

 

Sharon is now working part-time as a retail assistant at Gas Flair and is hoping to progress into a full-time role.

 

Jobsteps consultant Steph Shiels said: “It was a pleasure working with Sharon and we made much progress in a short space of time. Sharon’s confidence developed over the review sessions and I am confident Sharon will be successful in her current position.”

Further information: Go to the Working Links website or call 0800 917 9262.
